Arrhythmias in the coronary-care unit. II. Physiologic bases of paroxysmal bradycardia-dependent A-V block.
Bradycardia-dependent A-V block during acute cardiac ischemia or injury is best explained by applying knowledge of basic cellular electrophysiology. Spontaneous diastolic depolarization during phase 4, plus a reduction in the magnitude of the transmembrane action potential are the pathophysiologic changes responsible for "phase-4 block".